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Dear Sir: 

In response to the restriction requirement issued on October 9, 2007, Applicant 
provisionally elects the Group IV claims, namely, claims 17-28, 32-44, and 52-61, for examination 
in the above-identified patent application. 



But a comparison of, e.g., Group IV's claim 57 with Group Ill's claim 45 reveals that the 



latter defines a method of "using a computer system" to perform the operations that the computer 
system defined by the former is configured to perform. Since a method of using a computer to 
perform an operation necessarily requires a computer configured to perform that operation, 
examining these claim groups necessarily involves the same field of search, so searching one 
simultaneously with the other cannot impose any significant burden on the Examiner. 
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Applicant therefore requests that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw the restriction 
requirement. 
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